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Belonging 

St Bede’s School 

16-19 Bursaries and Financial Assistance Statement 

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” Mark 11:24 
 

St Bede’s School wants to help wherever possible to ensure that students have a good experience of education and 
make progress irrespective of their family income.  We offer the following bursaries to help students with the essential 
costs of participating in their study programme.  Please note that the terms, eligibility, and conditions may change from 
year to year based on government guidelines and the funding available. 
 
Eligibility 
Students eligible to receive a bursary must be aged over 16 and under 19 years of age on the 31st August in the 
academic year in which they start their programme of study.  They must be enrolled on a full-time course of study at the 
school and meet the residency criteria in the ESFA funding criteria.  Further information can be found in the current 
government guidance. 
 

1. Vulnerable Bursary  
Students who can provide evidence of being in one of the four groups listed below and who have a financial 
need, can apply for a vulnerable bursary of up to £1,200 per year (actual amount based on need) 
• in care 
• care leavers  
• receiving Income Support (or Universal Credit) because they are financially supporting themselves or 

financially supporting themselves and someone who is dependent on them and living with them 
• receiving Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payments as well as Employment and 

Support Allowance or Universal Credit in their own right 
 

2. Discretionary Bursary  
Where a student is suffering financial hardship but does not fulfil the eligibility criteria for a vulnerable bursary 
they may apply for a discretionary bursary to cover educational costs (e.g. school meals, travel expenses, 
equipment for courses, curriculum trips, materials, resources etc.) that the student or their parent/carer might 
find it difficult to fund.  A Discretionary Bursary is dependent upon individual circumstances and the funding 
available. For the academic year 2022-23, the school may also use the bursary to provide emergency food 
support without undertaking eligibility checks or gathering evidence. 
 

Conditions  
Bursaries are awarded in line with this statement and current government guidance.  The school 

cannot guarantee that a bursary awarded will cover the full costs and it is expected that 

parents/carers offer some financial contribution towards any activity. The payment of bursaries is 

entirely dependent on the availability of funding and may vary during the academic year.   Bursaries 

are awarded subject to the student continuing to meet reasonable expectations of school life and 

where any of the following occur the School may suspend, cease or cancel the payment of a bursary:  

• Attendance falls below 90%; 

• The student commits a disciplinary offence for which they have been or could have been excluded; 

• The student fails to attend public examinations; and  

• The student leaves the School roll.  
 

Any decision to suspend, cease or cancel the payment of a bursary will be made by the Head of Sixth Form and 
communicated in writing.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-bursary-fund-guide-2022-to-2023-academic-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-bursary-fund-guide-2022-to-2023-academic-year/16-to-19-bursary-fund-guide-2022-to-2023-academic-year
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The school must be informed immediately if there is any change in circumstances which would affect the payment of 
a bursary. A change in circumstances could result in an increase or reduction in a bursary. 
 
Application  
For the academic year 2022-23 only, the requirement for the school to check eligibility for the discretionary bursary 
in each year that the student requests support has been relaxed.  This year the school only requires a single check of 
household income for each phase of education.  For those students whose circumstances have not changed, a signed 
and dated self-declaration form must be completed instead of a new application form. 

 
The school is required to assess the actual financial needs of individual students in addition to eligibility when 
awarding the bursary funding.  To facilitate this process: 
 

• Applications for bursaries must be made on the appropriate form.  

• Any student or parent/carer of a student may make application for a bursary.  

• No request for a bursary will be considered without receipt of the appropriate application form and supporting 
documentation.  

• Completed application forms must be submitted to the sixth form admissions team.  
 
Payment of Bursaries 
Financial Payments  

• Payment of the Vulnerable Bursary and Discretionary Bursary must be paid into a bank account in the name of 
the student.  

• Payment of the Vulnerable Bursary and Discretionary Bursary will normally be paid monthly in arrears, 
commencing at the end of the first month of the academic year in which the student starts their programme of 
study.  

• Where the School purchases equipment on a student’s behalf payment will be made directly to the supplier 
and not the student.  

• Where it has been agreed that a student will meet the cost in the first instance the bursary will only be paid on 
the production of receipts supporting the expenditure in question.  

• The cost of subsidised school meals will be paid directly to the canteen provider.  
 
Payments in kind  

• Bursaries may be paid ‘in-kind’ where the School provides the item of equipment, a resource or a place on a 
trip.  

• Where a student has been provided with an item of equipment or a resource they will remain the property of 
the School and must be returned when the student finishes the course or leaves the School.  

 
Confidentiality 
 As far as is reasonably possible the School will ensure the confidentiality of students who are in receipt of a bursary.  
 
Enquiries 
Application forms are available on the website or on request from the sixth form admissions team. 


